
S e c t i o n

8Cover feature: 
Mag Lab MacGyvers

B y  S U S A N  R A Y
When users’ data is in jeopardy, user support 

scientists use creativity (and often tape)  
to save the day. 

4Understanding the 
scientific method

e d i t o rs  ’  n o t e
In order to get big results,  

scientists need the freedom  
to ask big questions. 
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Flux is a twice-yearly publication dedicated to exploring the research, magnet technology, and science outreach conducted at the National High Magnetic Field 
Laboratory in Florida. Want to get some extra copies for a classroom or a favorite science buff? Contact Amy Mast at winters@magnet.fsu.edu. 
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The life of an experimentB y  A m y  Mas   tFrom idea to published paper, 
every experiment follows a similar path of inquiry.

6

12Magnet science?  
It’s elementary
B y  A m y  Mas   t
Carlos R. Villa logs thousands of miles 
each year visiting regional elementary 
schools to get kids excited about 
science. Here, he takes us along for 
the ride.



Explore the 
Magnet Lab

32
R e g u l a r  f e a t u r e s

28Magnet Fact 
or Fiction

Can magnets 
control the weather?

B y  A m y  Mas   t
A veritable hurricane of facts.

30 Magnet 
Milestones

Maglev trains
B y  A m y  Mas   t
Maglev trains are making 

history right now.

26 Kitchen Table 
Science

Drawing field lines
B y  C ar  l o s  R .  V i l l a

Magnetic fields, revealed.

24 Science 
starts here

Carolyn Kim
B y  K r i s t e n  C o y n e

A lab job helped her go  
from high school to Harvard.

Sign up for an online subscription at  
http: //www.magnet.fsu.edu/mediacenter/ 

publications/subscribe.aspx

Trying to reduce your carbon footprint?

The National High Magnetic Field Laboratory, or 
Magnet Lab, is a national user facility that provides 
state of the art research resources for magnet related 
research in all areas of science and engineering. The 
Magnet Lab is supported by the National Science 
Foundation and the State of Florida, and is operated by 
Florida State University, the University of Florida and 
Los Alamos National Laboratory.
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22 What is This?

B y  A m y  Mas   t
You’ve got to put all that  
cable somewhere, right?

Cable-in-conduit 
winding spool

Greg Boebinger
B y  a m y  m as  t

A far-reaching interview with  
the lab’s director.

16 scientist 
spotlight


